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Our research would not be possible without the kind participation 
of the following centers: 
 

After School Club  Museum of Science, Boston 
Angier After School Program Newton Montessori School 
Aruna’s Place   Plowshares Education Development Center 
Boston Children’s Museum Rainbow Nursery School at Mt. Alvernia Academy 
Charlestown Nursery School Rec Place Afterschool, Inc. 
Clinton Path Preschool  Riverside Children’s Center 
Day-after-Day After School Saint Columbkille Parternship School 
Empow Studios   Swift Waters After School 
Family ACCESS of Newton .... and participating children and families! 
First Path Daycare Center 
Les Petits Nursery School 
Meeting House Child Child Care Center 
 

Thank you to our research partners! 

Studying Early 
Generosity 

Interested in finding out 
more about our findings or 
in participating? 
 
>> Email us at: 
 BCCognition@gmail.com  
 
>> Call us at 617-552-8652 
 
>> Visit our webpage at: 
countonsharing.wordpress.com 
 
>> Visit the Infant and Child 
Cognition Lab’s webpage at: 
www.cordeslab.org 

Inside this Issue 

lorem 

Vivamus in ipsum et 
nisl fringilla eleifend. 
Donec pulvinar 
placerat massa. Sed 
nec lorem. 

ipsum 

We are a research team based out of the Infant and Child Cognition Lab at 
Boston College. We study the development of young children’s generosity 
and number concepts. 

At some point, your child or your school/center may have participated in our 
research. Thank you very much for your contribution to developmental 
science! We would like to take the time to give you some updates about the 
work that you contributed to. 

We are kindly funded by the John Templeton Foundation 
(www.templeton.org). 
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Background: Within a rather short timeframe, young 

children are tasked with understanding, learning, and 

then acting on the social norms around them. One 

important social norm that governs our world is that of 

fairness – or the idea that we should share our resources 

with others. Children also know that sharing is important, 

but we know strikingly little about how it is that children 

learn to share, and what kinds of abilities are required to 

be able to share equally with others. 

Our study: In our recent work, we looked at how 

children’s emerging number knowledge relates to 

children’s abilities to be fair when sharing. In one study, 

we asked 2-5-year-olds to share some dinosaur toys 

between two puppets. We looked at whether they shared 

those toys equally. We then looked at their number 

knowledge by having them perform a counting task. 

We found that children who had a better understanding 

of number were also better at sharing toys equally. It 

seemed that age alone did not explain our findings – as 

2

children got older, they got better at sharing, but only 

because they were developing better number 

knowledge.  

In a second study, we asked a group of children to share 

stickers between themselves and a puppet who was 

described as feeling sad. Again, children who had a 

better grasp of number were more likely to share their 

own stickers equally. 

Our results suggest that understanding number is an 

important requirement for being able to share, and that 

teaching children about numbers might also help with 

certain social abilities, such as sharing and fairness.  

Interested in a published report?  

We have recently published our findings! Please email 

chernyak@bu.edu for an advance copy of our papers. 

What influences young children’s sharing behavior? 

 
Pictured Left: A young child participates in 
one of our studies at the Infant and Child 
Cognition Lab at Boston College.  
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Ongoing projects 
We’d like to tell you more about what we have 
planned in the coming months. 

1

Teaching sharing through teaching counting: 

We are now doing short studies in which we teach 

children to count and look at how that may impact 

their sharing behavior. Children come into the lab to 

work one-on-one with one of our research staff. 

Does competition or collaboration promote 

learning? 

We are visiting preschool centers and after-school 

programs to play short math games with children. 

We will look at whether inspiring collaboration or 

competition positively impacts their learning of math 

during these games. 

2

How do parents talk to children about sharing? 

We are doing some linguistic analyses of how parents talk 

to children about sharing. Our research questions include 

whether parents evoke number when they talk about 

sharing (e.g., “he gets four and you get four”) and which 

types of contexts promote sharing and number talk. 

Does practice with sharing help children understand 

division? 

We are doing a short study looking at whether giving 

children practice with sharing also helps them with certain 

mathematical abilities, such as division. We also look at 

whether some sharing problems (e.g., taking toys away 

from someone to make things equal) are harder than others. 
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Questions? Thoughts? Contact us. 
We encourage parents, teachers, and community members to 
participate in the process of science by contacting us. We are 
more than happy to discuss our findings and hear your feedback. 

>> Email: BCCognition@gmail.com 

>> Phone: 617-552-8652 

>> Website: http://www.countonsharing.wordpress.com 

Meet our Research Team! 

Sara Cordes Nadia Chernyak 

Paul L. Harris Karina Hamamouche 

Raychel Gordon 

... In addition, we are joined by the 
following new research assistants! 
 
Kristen Danyluk 
Matthew Fachetti 
Kelsey Hawthorne 
Haley McCalpin 
Nicholas Park 


